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amount of their taxation. The original income-tax
was abolished when it had begun to work, quite
smoothly, in Lower Bengal, and the chief defects of
the law had been eradicated and cured. Its ghost, the
license-tax, now reigns in its stead, and people
who pay the license-tax receive a license to do
nothing, or, in some cases, to carry on the business
for which they have to pay another license-tax under
the local municipal laws.

The commissioner of a division has his head-
quarters at one of the principal stations of the
districts subject to his authority; but he is expected
to make at least one tour of inspection in the course
of the year, so as to visit all his districts. In some
divisions the railways now make travelling easy, and
his visitations can be made at any time that suits his
convenience. But there are some divisions in which
there are no railways, and even the local roads are
hardly passable except at certain times of the year.
In some parts the broad rivers afford the only means
of communication, and he has to travel by boat or
steamer. The commissioner's visit of inspection in
remote districts is one of the important events of the
year. The officials, with their usual hospitality, make
every effort to welcome and entertain him. The
principal native residents of the district come in from
their country residences with a large band of their
retainers to pay their respects to him, and to represent-
their wishes, and also their grievances. He has to